The epidemiological survey of acute traumatic spinal cord injury (ATSCI) of 2002 in Beijing municipality.
Epidemiological survey. To study the incidence and epidemiology of acute traumatic spinal cord injury (ATSCI) of 2002 in Beijing municipality. Beijing. After quota sampling, data of all ATSCI patients who were injured in Beijing in 2002 from sample hospitals were collected for detailed investigation. In all, 1079 patients were estimated to have ATSCI in 2002 in Beijing municipality and the annual incidence was 60.6 per million. The incidence increased more than ninefold compared with that of 6.7 per million between 1982 and 1986. The mean age of patients at the time of injury was 41 years. The male/female ratio was 3.1/1. The causes of injury were fall from height (37.5%), traffic accidents (26.9%), struck by object (16.3%) and fall on ground (8.3%), in that order. The mean expenditure of hospitalisation was 27819.3 RMB in 2002. The proportion of cervical, thoracic and lumbar injuries was 4.9, 28.0 and 65.9, respectively in 2002. The mean time of hospitalisation was 18.9 days and only 1.5% of the spinal cord injury (SCI) patients went to rehabilitation hospitals after their discharge. The severity of neurological impairment was not recorded in the majority of hospitals. There was a rapid increase of the annual SCI incidence from 1982 to 2002 during an economic boom. Safety regulations are of primary importance in preventing the injury. Once happened, long-term health insurance is essential for the well-being of the victims. Although some improvement has been made since 2002, much remains to be done in this direction.